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great processions of these lordly beasts on the architraves of
the Sanchi Gateways, or on the frescoed walls of the Ajanta
and Bagh caves ? When the Greeks made their half-hearted
attempt to recover the provinces ceded to Chandragupta
he had little difficulty in buying them off with a bribe
of 500 elephants. Legend has it that their alliance was
cemented by a marriage between the Emperor and a Greek
Princess, following the example of Alexander and the
fair Roxana.
By about 305 b,c. Chandragupta was firmly seated
upon the throne of a great empire, which reached beyond
the Hindu Kush on the north and into Afghanistan on the
north-west. He seems to have had viceroys at important
centres such as Taxila and Ujjain, where later his grandson
Asoka got his training in government. It was a period of
great splendour and of wise rule. We read of vast works )
of irrigation with State control of the water supply, and \
of the revenues derived from it. There was much road-
building, one great military highway stretching from the
north-west frontier to the capital, the breadth of India.
The population, says the Greek Megasthenes, consisted
of seven classes; at the head were the philosophers, the
Brahmins, and other religious groups whose duty it was to
officiate at public sacrifices, to read the auguries, and so
to guide the king in matters of politics and agriculture.
Next to them came the great mass of the people, the culti-
vators and main tax-payers of the empire. Only in the
fifth class does Megasthenes place the warriors, most
numerous after the cultivators, and an immense drain
upon the resources of the empire- The other classes
mentioned are smaller—hunters, traders, boatmen, spies,
and lastly the king's councillors. From them are chosen
the various officials of the empire, civil, military, and naval*
It is difficult to see upon what the Greek bases this
division of Indian society; it corresponds very loosely
with the castes as we know them, or as they appear in early
Indian literature.
In the midst of his people dwelt the king in a palace of

